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A Study of Rev. S. S. Song’

Antialcohol & Smoking Movement

Seong Keun Yu

Department of Theology

Kosin University Graduate School

The primary purpose of this study is to investigate on The Rev. Sang.
Seok. Song who has led an antialcohol & smoking movement 1920 and
1930's. Rev. Song's antialcohol & smoking movement has two
particular characters: 1) it is evangelical, and 2) it is an protestant
against the Japanese invasion in Korea. From the perspective of the
evangelism, antialcohol & smoking movement is not a social campaign,
but the proper response of the Christian community. In his thought,
the life of self-control with the antialcohol and smoking is nothing but
an natural behaviour of those who accepted the gospel. Therefore,
with the religious education on the self-control, he wanted to remind
of and strenthen the Christian identity of the laity. From the
perspective of the protestant against the Japanese invasion, he
attempted to legislate and execute the law of the adolescent's
antialcohol and smoking. Japanese instigated the alcohol and smoking.
The aim of such movement of Japanese is not only to confuse and
deteriorate the mind of people in Chosun with the toxic substance, but
also to break down the economy of Chosun by creating the excessive
tax. In fact, it is true that Rev. Song's motivation of executing the law
of the adolescent's antialcohol and smoking is to promote the
evangelism rather than protestant against the Japaneses invasion.

Nonetheless, this legislation gained the dimension of the protestant
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against the Japanese invasion.

Rev. Song has devoted his life for the execution of the law of the
adolescent's antialcohol and smoking. He was struggled to legislate
that law for nine years from 1929-1938. Finally, this law was accepted
by the assembly of Japanese on Mar. 22. 1938, and began to be
excuted from Apr. 01. 1938. Until this law was legislated, Rev. Song
experienced many troubles. In order to encourage the co-workers
and people, he cut off the fourth finger of his left hand. Due to the
financial deficiency, his family suffered a lot of problems. However,
he did not yield to the sufferings and furthermore visited Japanese
several times to persuade the alliance of the antialcohol and smoking.
In the meanwhile, he began to have the personal fellowship with Oshio
Souji, the representative of the antialcohol in Japanese, and Okada
Michikazu, the representative of the non-smoking movement in
Japanese. In particular, Oshio Souji, the representative of the
antialcohol in Japanese cordially helped Rev. Song and supported him
in many areas. These two alliances in Japanese has brought the
substantial influence upon the assembly of Japanese and finally this
created the crucial factor for the legislation of the law of the
adolescent's antialcohol and smoking.

Rev. Song became and served as the general manager of the
alliance of the antialcohol and smoking in Korea. He was the person
who organized and executed the essential part of the work in this
alliance. This study will argue that Rev. Song is the representative
who led the movement of the antialcohol and smoking in the church

and society in Korean during 1930's.
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